department of cardiac pathology he has already proved himself a successful labourer, having investigated the subject of malfor-74?xxxvii. 21 Reviews.
[April, mations and congenital defects of the lieart with more diligence and completeness than any other writer with whom we are acquainted. His present work hears the same characteristics of independent observation and sagacious inference with those 011 which his reputation is already securely based. In it lie directs attention to groups of valvular disease which exist or arc produced independently of inflammation or morbid diathesis during life; diseased conditions whose causes have been frequently mistaken or overlooked, but which have risen in importance with the more careful clinical observations and pathological investigations of the present day. We think it scarcely fair to assert that the great attention which has been paid by cardiac [Regurgitation must thus be permitted ; and the regurgitant current once established, will have a tendency to turn back the edge of the valve so as to aggravate the evil. Not only, however, has the united curtain a tendency to yield in this way, but the portion at which the union has taken place, being generally thickened and indurated, is less extensible than the rest of the segment, and so does not adequately expand with the process of growth. The edge, therefore, is, as it were, held back in that situation, and, when the valves are closed, a space is left through which regurgitation takes place." (Pp. 6, 7.) That complete union of the valves must produce obstruction, whilst the central aperture in the curtain will frequently permit regurgitation is self-evident. But the author observes the fact which has been noted by others, that remarkable malformation of this kind may exist for years without giving rise to marked symptoms of cardiac disease. The condition passes unnoticed until the ventricle, from progressive thickening and induration of the valves, becomes incapable of overcoming the obstruction or until, from other causes, its force is weakened. 
